Recommended reading:

The Cambridge Declaration -  http://www.alliancenet.org  Click on "The Council" and then "What we Believe".

John R. W. Stott -  “Evangelical Truth, A Plea for Unity, Integrity and Faithfulness"

D. Martin Lloyd-Jones - "What is an Evangelical"

James Montgomery Boice - "What Makes a Church Evangelical?"

"The Elder's Perspective on" is an ongoing effort by the Eldership here @ ECF to give brief, cogent information on our position on a variety of topics of interest and import. If you have a question you do not see covered in this series, or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact the Church office, or one of the Elders.  

The Elders' Perspective on - 

Our Philosophy of Ministry

a. Our vision for the Church is not for buildings or individual ministries - it is for PEOPLE, and specifically God's people. Buildings and facilities are but tools to this end. We are not out to establish institutions, but to advance the Kingdom of God in and through His people.

b. Eph. 4.7-16  - The goal of ALL ministry  is to equip the saints through ministry for further ministry to others. 


"7 But  ﻿grace was given ﻿to each one of 
us ﻿according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8 Therefore it says, "When he 
ascended on high ﻿he led a host of 
captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 9 
(﻿In saying, “He ascended,” what does it 
mean but that he had also descended 
into ﻿the lower parts of the earth? 10 He 
who descended is the one who also ﻿
ascended ﻿far above all the heavens, 
that he might ﻿fill all things.) 11 And ﻿he 
gave the ﻿apostles, the prophets, the ﻿
evangelists, the ﻿pastors and teachers, 
12 ﻿to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for ﻿building up ﻿the body 
of Christ, 13 until we all attain to ﻿the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, ﻿to mature manhood,﻿ 
to the measure of the stature of ﻿the 
fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may 
no longer be children, ﻿tossed to and fro 
by the 
waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in ﻿deceitful 
schemes. 15 Rather, ﻿speaking the 
truth in love, we are to ﻿grow up in 
every way into him who is ﻿the head, 
into Christ, 16 ﻿from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is equipped, ﻿
when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love. 

This is what we are after - building up the saints, so that they do the work of the ministry of the Church - which is summed up in 1 Pet. 2.1-10. That God be made known through the means of human ministry and through His mercy and grace in Christ Jesus. 

c. What we are out to produce is a people whom are:

1. Love-Motivated: John 13.34 / 1 Tim. 1.5 / Eph. 3.14-21

2. Word-Directed: 2 Tim. 3.14-17 / Luke 24.44-49 / Col. 3.16

3. Faith-Sustained: Mark 11.22 / Luke 12.22-40 / Rom. 4.20, 5.1-5

4. Spirit-Dominated: Rom. 7.6 / Rom. 8.1-16 / Eph. 5.17-21

5. Heaven-Bound: 1 John 3.1-3 / 1 Pet. 1.3-9 / John 14.1-3

6. Prayer-Dependent: Matt. 6.5-15 / Luke 11.1-13 / Col. 4.2 / Phil. 4.4-7

In sum: 7. Christ-Exalting: John 5.19-23 / Phil. 1.20, 2.6-11 / Rev. 19.11-16 /  1 Pet. 3.9-10

Ideally we strive to see each believer walking in the fullness of intimacy with Christ, and hence in harmony with one another, seeking always to benefit one another.

d. The three chief tasks in Elder leadership are: All issuing from the concepts surrounding 1 Pet. 5.1-4 & presbuteros, poimen & episcopos


1. To LEAD. To move towards being  
the    kind of people in letter c., so that 
others may come along with us. In 
short: leading in life and example.


2. To FEED. God's people need the 
healthy, balanced, necessary diet of 
the singularly soul-satisfying Christ -  
steadily, consistently and 
systematically provided as revealed in 
the milk and meat of God's Word.


3. To PROTECT. To protect them from 
the Enemy's devices; the World's 
influence; their own heart's deceptions; 
those wanting to prey on and profit 
from God's sheep; one another; and 
abuses by us as leaders.    

e. The local assembly exists for 4 primary reasons (W.I.F.E.)


1. To perpetuate the WORSHIP of the 
one true God in society.


2. To INSTRUCT God's people in the 
Word and exhort them to a life of 
holiness and service.


3. To supply venues for and stimulate 
Christ-centered FELLOWSHIP among 
believers.


4. To fund, pray for and accomplish the 
EVANGELIZATION of the lost.

Our Mission: (What we are to do) To make known the mercy and grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ, to as many as we can, as often as we can, every way we can, to the best of our God-given abilities.  (1 Pet. 2:9 & 10)

Our Purpose: (The reason we are on this Mission) To reconcile lost men to God through the message of the Gospel, and to assist the Believer in pursuing Christ-likeness for magnification of God's glory and the eternal joy of His sheep.  

